
Italian Prisoners of War in India
How to Order a Copy of a Record
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The British Library has a two volume alphabetical list of Italian 
prisoners of war in the India Office Military Department files.

There are two volumes:

• IOR/L/MIL/5/1069 Italian POWs Surnames A – I

• IOR/L/MIL/5/1070 Italian POWs Surnames J - Z

This file will guide you through the process to purchase a copy of your 
relative’s India POW Camp record.



British Library

1. Copy and paste URL
www.bl.uk/digitisation-
services/ordering-images

2.  Click on online order form

http://www.bl.uk/digitisation-services/ordering-images


3. You will arrive at this page



4. Complete the form to include your details



5.  Select Electronic

6. There are two volumes (books) containing the names and 
details of the Italian Prisoners of War in Camps in India

7. Choose 
IOR/L/MIL/5/1069 Italian POWs Surnames A – I
OR
IOR/L/MIL/5/1070 Italian POWs Surnames J - Z

8. Type in this box: Surname, First 
Name M.E. Number: 11111 (M.E. 
Number is found on the Australian 
Service and Casualty Form. This 
number is used in India) 
eg Esposito, Vittorio M.E. 133181

9. Type in this box: Surname: E, Esposito, 
Vittorio

10. Select: Standard Digital 
Image



11. Select method of payment

12. Agree

13. Proceed with Order

Photo courtesy of Veniero Granatelli



14. Payment Service Screen with 
provide you with an order 
summary

15. At this stage, British Library
will pre-authorise £1.00 as a 
deposit. 
Final charge was £9.17 or              
$16.72 AUD

16. Select Proceed to NETBANX

17. An email will be sent to you to 
confirm your order



Page of 
Record

The copy of the page you 
will be sent will have 
these headings. 

The numbers represent 
the Camp Number.

A list of camps is on the 
next page.  It is difficult 
to find information 
about these camps in 
India.

British Library: IOR/L/MIL/5/1069 Italian POWs Surnames A – I page 383

Surname – Christian Name- Rank – M.E. Number – Regiment/Unit- Comments

Comments include Camp number, R – date of repatriation, A - Australia



POW Camps in India

• The Prisoners-of-war were interned in India in 29 camps forming 6 Groups of camps. In addition, there were two Civil Internment 
Camps at Dehradun and Deoli and one camp in Delhi for the Japanese prisoners captured in Burma.

• Some 18,400 Italian prisoners of war (out of 50,000 requested by the Australian Government, to be employed as farm labourers)
were transported from India to Australia from 1943. Some of the [Italian?] POWs in India were shipped to South Africa to help
build the railway there.[7][8][9]

• Group I – Bangalore: Camps 1 to 8 - Italian prisoners. There were Camps at Jakkur, Hebbal and Jalahalli.[10]

• Group II – Bhopal: Camps 9 to 16 – Italian prisoners. Camp 16 was a hospital. Bhopal Bairagarh (Wikipedia)

• Group III – Ramgarh: Camps 17 to 20 – German Civil Internees and later Italian prisoners. Had a punishment camp for difficult 
Italian POWs Ramgarh was near Hazaribagh. It was used as a POW camp up to May 1942 when the POWs were moved out and the 
United States Chinese Training Command was established there.

• Group IV - Clement Town (Dehra Dun): Camps 21 to 24 – Separated in Wings 1: pro-Nazi, 2: anti-Nazi, 3: Italians. One of the camps 
was a *Central Internment Camp.

• Group V – YOL: Camps 25 to 28 – Italian prisoners. Yol was situated near Dharamsala

• Group VI – Bikaner: Camp 29 – Japanese prisoners. It was also a punishment camps for difficult Italian POWs.Bikaner (Wikipedia)

From https://wiki.fibis.org/w/POW_Camps_in_India

https://wiki.fibis.org/w/POW_Camps_in_India#cite_note-7
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/POW_Camps_in_India#cite_note-8
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/POW_Camps_in_India#cite_note-9
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/Bangalore
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/POW_Camps_in_India#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhopal_Bairagarh
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/Hazaribagh
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/Dehra_Dun
https://wiki.fibis.org/w/Dharamsala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bikaner


India POW Camp No. 7 



NAA: A7919 C104054 Soliani, Genesio

Prisoner of War Card used in India



Property Booklet for Italian POWs in India
Issue and Receipt

NAA: A7919 C98805 Truono, Michele
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